Anpanman and his Creator, Takashi Yanase

The NHK morning drama Anpan began on March 31, 2025, at 8:00 AM. It tells the story of Nobu
Komatsu, the wife of Anpanman’s creator, Takashi Yanase.

Do you know Anpanman? He is a famous Japanese cartoon hero, and many children love him. He
was created by Takashi Yanase, a writer and poet.

Yanase was born in 1919 and died in 2013 at the age of 94. During World War II, he went to China
as a soldier. He was very hungry there because he had almost nothing to eat. One night, he dreamed of
eating many sweet Anpan buns. This dream gave him the idea for Anpanman.

Yanase created Anpanman at the age of 50. At first, it was not popular. But in the 1990s, the
picture books of Anpanman became a big hit. By then, Yanase was over 70 years old.

Anpanman’s head is made of Anpan. It is baked by a kind baker named Uncle Jam. Anpanman
has special moves like the An-punch and An-kick, but he is weak when he gets wet or dirty. When
someone 1s hungry, he says, “You can eat my head!” He is not strong, but very kind.

@ Yanase once said, “A true hero doesn’t just fight. A true hero gives love and care. Giving bread to
someone who is starving is the most important act of a hero.”

In the drama, Takashi’s uncle Hiroshi asks him, “Why were you born, and what do you live for?”

Uncle Takashi says, “Life is for making others happy.” Everyone, what is your answer?
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Q2 What was Takashi Yanase’s job?

Q3 Where did Yanase go during World War II? And why?

Q4 Why did Yanase dream of eating Anpans during the war?

Q5 How old was Yanase when he created Anpanman?

Q6 Was Anpanman popular right after it was created?

Q7 How old was Yanase when the picture books of Anpanman became popular?
Q8 Who makes Anpanman’s head?
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Q10 What does Anpanman do when he sees someone hungry?
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Q14 What do you think: Why were you born, and what do you live for?

Q15 [E-mail Writing] 7 X U #AADKAN Sam 2»H D E A —VITRFGL T X\,

Subject: Do you know Anpanman?
How are you? I learned about a new Japanese drama called Anpan.

It’s about the wife of Takashi Yanase, a creator of Anpanman!

I think Anpanman is a very kind hero. I want to ask you two questions:

1. Do you or your family watch the drama Anpan?

2. Who is your favorite character in the Anpanman anime? What kind of character is he or she?
I'm excited to hear your answers!

Your friend, Sam

Hi, Sam! Thank you for your e-mail.

Best wishes,

Anpanman English/REERk 7> /S>> N —F
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-1zMLfAh2xM
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1. Takashi Yanase was good at drawing.
2. Life is for making others happy.

3. Giving bread to someone who is starving is the most important act of a hero.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-1zMLfAh2xM
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1] Fillin the blanks.
1) eI ARFCYRELES I LPR/ETL .
Yanase was ( ) ) ) poems and stories.
2) MIFEBDOAN--b DL EFZEZLDERLTLOELEATL
He never stopped ( ) about hungry people.
3) ZLDTED LR TLETT YN YNV ERSODERELATOET,
Many children ( X ) Anpanman on TV.
4) SH., TV v~ Y OREFGATHLDIZE S ?
( ) X ) an Anpanman book today?
5) i, HodHA NV EZSIABRZERZRE L7,
He dreamed of ( ) many sweet Anpans.
6) V¥ LB LIADMEREIF, Ty v voFEEL 2L TT,
Uncle Jam’s job is ( ) Anpanman’s head.
7) TR VIINET B D0 E T,
Anpanman ( ) ) others.
8) BEDHZR~NDLDITL S ?
( ) ( ) ) my head?
9) NI, tEEEZIXE57200bDTT,
Life is ( ) ) others happy.

Answer the following questions.
1) Do you enjoy helping your friends like Anpanman?

2) Do you think playing tricks like Baikinman is fun sometimes?

3) Are you good at making people smile?
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Yes we are always happy, be alive in this world

No matter how much pain they give to your heart

Why were you born in this world?
How are you going to live your life?
If you have no answers until the end,

You're still happy? - No, we aren't!!

We have to cherish this moment
Give your passion to face the day

Yes you will get over anything with a beaming smile

Yes we are always happy, be alive in this world
No matter how much pain they bring to your heart
Ah, ah, Anpanman, You are a kind hero

Let's go! You can make our dreams come true

What is your true happiness?
What can make you smile and laugh?
If you have no answers until the end,

You're still happy? - No, we aren't!!

Remember beautiful memories
Cry the tears of happiness

You can fly anywhere freely to the never-ending sky

Yes you can!! Don't be afraid, you are a kind hero
Brave heart, love will make you everybody's friend
Ah, ah, Anpanman, You are a kind hero

Let's go! You can make our dreams come true

Time flies like a shooting star
Bright stars lose its shiny light

You can fly anywhere freely with a beaming smile

Yes we are always happy, be alive in this world
No matter who will hurt you, keep your smiling face
Ah, ah, Anpanman, You are a kind hero

Let's go! You can make our dreams come true
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1] Fill in the blanks.
1) BzdrEi NicSvedFsLid, KUz LT,

( ) ) bread to a starving person is important for a true hero.
2) R LIAE, REMSOPFETLZ,

Takashi Yanase ( ) ) draw pictures.
3) TvnvevidslErIrez ARz EEsTuE T,

Anpanman ( ) X ) hungry people.
4) 72 LEAE, ANZELTICTIE0IcET IO T L,

Takashi ( ) ) ) for making others happy.
5) BBRIZET VAV VDT ZAERLOPETTH?

Do you ( ) X ) the animation of Anpanman?
6) RREIAITB0ROME, T v vy iRigKEfi cicikoE L,

Yanase ( ) X ) Anpanman after his dream.
7) % DFbIE, Ty vy okKEHEDOBEFE TT,

Many children ( ) ) ) Anpanman picture books.
8) Moz lirEL W &TT,

( ) ) is difficult.
9) FI7~DHT, DEIALFKREHTZVERsTHET,

Nobu ( ) ) ) her husband in the drama.

Please answer the following questions.
1) What do you want to do in the future?

2) What do you like to do this summer?
3) “To ~ iseasy” (~323Z&IXffiH ) OFIXLEEY L & 5,

4) “To ~ isimpossible.” (~F 2% Z L IZAREETH)DHILEZIED TL x 9,



